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Biography 
Mrs. Patty Barrett currently works at Harding University, presiding over the Housing department 
and working specifically with the women's residence issues. She has worked at Harding since 
she arrived in Arkansas, progressing from a secretarial position in the beginning to the 
managerial position that she now holds. She has been involved in other areas of life at Harding, 
including the cheerleading squad, the Homecoming committee, and a part-time job working with 
Truth for Today as an editor for their publications. Mrs. Barrett has witnessed the growth and 
change of Searcy and Harding University over the years, experiencing the expansive 
development that has occurred within the school and within the city. Her children attended the 
Harding Academy upon their arrival in Arkansas, and Mrs. Barrett has had the privilege of 
knowing many distinguished community members, like Bessie Mae Pryor, Dr. Billy Ray Cox, 
and Dr. Ganus. 
Readers that are interested in the development of Harding University over the course of its 
history should take advantage of this interview, as Mrs. Barrett's life in Arkansas has been 
closely tied to the university here and has experienced the growth of the community herself. Mrs. 
Barrett's account demonstrates the vast social change that has occurred in Searcy, both in the city 
and the university, and this information would be intriguing to enthusiasts of local history. 
Interview with Patty Barrett 
Norris: Today is Saturday, March 24th 2012. My name is Devon Norris and I am conducting an 
interview with Mrs. Patty Barrett. Did you live in Arkansas as a child? 
Barrett: No. 
Norris: You did not? You came here as an adult? 
Barrett: Yes. 
Norris: What various jobs have you worked while you have been here? 
Barrett: Only in Housing. 
Norris: Only in Housing at Harding? 
Barrett: I have a part-time job too that I have had for 25 years with Truth for Today. 
Norris: Could you tell me about both of those jobs and the responsibilities you have in them? 
Barrett: In Housing, when I first started out, I was secretary for the Housing office. Then, in a 
year, I became the assistant director of Housing, and at that point I took care of the men's 
housing and the married students' apartments. After a couple of years, the Dean of Women was 
leaving for eighteen months so I became the acting Dean of Women at that time. I also became 
involved with the club system then. So when the Dean of Women came back and I returned to 
the Housing office, I also took the club responsibilities with me. I was in charge of all of the 
clubs. At that point, we started the Inter Club Council that began to make changes that have been 
implemented this year to get rid of the hazing. I did that for ten years or so. 
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Mr. Hamilton, who was handling the women's housing at that point, retired, and I was 
made Director of Housing. I gave clubs away, and I took care of all of the housing- the men's, 
the women's, and the married apartments. I had a secretary, working about 30 hours a week, who 
helped with that. I also, along the way, became cheerleader sponsor and was in charge of part of 
the Homecoming activities, everything that involved the queen. I did those things for about ten 
years too. At that point, Housing became so involved and my mother came to live with me that I 
told them that I couldn't do the cheerleaders or the Homecoming stuff anymore. So I gave them 
up. 
Then, maybe eight years ago, Dean Collins, who was hired as the assistant Dean of the 
Student Life Office, was allowed to have an office by me and help with the men's housing, doing 
the assignments for housing during the heavy period. Then I worked on it when it wasn't so 
heavy. That took a huge load off of me because doing the men's and the women's at the same 
time, in addition to the married apartments, was really tough. Then, Kathy Allen, at the same 
time I believe or right in that area, came to work here too. She was secretary. When Dean Collins 
was needed more full-time with the Dean's office, she ended up working with making the men's 
assignments. And we got another secretary so there were actually three of us in the office 
working full-time which helps a lot. Then a couple of years ago, we gave the apartments part of 
the job over to the secretary. 
Now my main thing is taking care of all of the women's housing, plus doing all of the 
other stuff like the summer conferences, setting that up as well as working with furniture 
purchases. All sorts of odds and ends that take up lots of time. 
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The other job was Truth for Today. I started working for them part-time when they first 
opened over twenty-five years ago. At that point, they just set me up with a transcribing machine 
and a typewriter at home. I would transcribe preachers' sermons that they were going to use for 
issues. I have web stuff and footnotes for the issues here in the office, but we went from doing 
this once a month in English to, I think, almost twenty languages now. I work with the English to 
start with, but most of my time is spent with different languages, primarily the Indian languages. 
However, I also work with Arabic, Portuguese, and whatever else they need me to do. With that, 
I call it "technical editing." I have the English issue and I have the language and I have the rule 
sheet. When we first started doing this, until we got seven or eight languages, I had the rules all 
in my head. Then I told them they were too many because I was getting mixed up so they gave 
me rule sheets. 
We have rule sheets for each language that tells you what to do on how they do their 
dashes. Our dash is a big line, hyphen, small; but the dash is bigger. We don't have spaces on 
either side. Sometimes they do in publications, but the general rule has been no spaces. The 
Spanish will do it with a space on one side, but not on the other side, so that it is set off more 
than normal. There are just different rules. The Indian languages, in general, just use a real small 
hyphen, smaller than a normal hyphen. Some have spaces on either side. Some don't. It's all that 
kind of stuff for each language. I just go through the book, trying to find all of that kind of stuff 
that's been done wrong. 
Norris: Do you do editing on the language as well or just the grammatical side? Are you fluent 
in any portion of the languages? 
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Barrett: No. I just find things that look wrong, not grammar in a way, but things like quotation 
marks. They've opened a quotation, but they haven't closed it. Marking all of that kind of stuff. 
And I just mark them. Then the lady who has given me the issue, she has taken it from the 
translator, and she formats it. I give it back to her, and she corrects some of it, but a lot of it she 
sends back to the translator with all the notes on it. I know a little bit of the languages, but just 
tiny amounts that really involve just me. I learned with the French issues. I even took French in 
high school and took French for a year here, and I did not know that before you have an 
exclamation point or a colon, or something like that, you are supposed to put a space in front of 
it. I learned something from doing that kind of stuff. It's just a super, good business. These are 
mainly issues that are going to preaching students or preachers in different countries. They are 
just to help them with their preaching and giving them more knowledge. It's a good project. 
Norris: How has the process of raising kids been in Arkansas? 
Barrett: When I first moved here, I came from San Antonio. My daughters were seven and nine 
at the time. I was worried that they would get bored. I was raised an Air Force brat and my 
husband was Air Force, so I was afraid that I would get tired of staying in the same place 
because I never have. I have never regretted, for one minute, moving here. I had not set foot in 
Searcy. The only thing I knew about Arkansas was driving through Arkansas, through Little 
Rock, to go between wherever we were living, west of here or south of here, to the Murfreesboro 
area, in Tennessee, where my in-laws lived. It was a totally new thing for me, but I have never, 
ever regretted it. 
We used to live over by Berryhill ball park, and one of my girls played ball, the younger 
one. That worked out perfectly for softball, because she could just walk across the street. To me, 
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it has been an excellent place. My girls went to the Academy, because I had made that decision 
before I even came here. It was very good because the first year or so I lived in Little Rock house 
that was right over here in the Mclnteer parking lot, and the Academy was where the Mabee 
building is. The girls could just walk over there. After school, the ladies who lived right here 
around where the Mclnteer is, were just wonderful, and I never had to worry about my girls 
because I knew Dr. Thompson, who had the comer gift shop, would let them work over there and 
no one would do anything wrong around Dr. Thompson. Bessie Mae Pryor, Dr. Joe Pryor's wife, 
lived in their house near here, and they would watch after my girls for me, which was fantastic. 
I transferred 96 hours here when I came to work, and then I took one class a semester 
until I got my degree. Dr. Billy Ray Cox was the Head of the American Studies Program and one 
of the Vice-Presidents. He let me be part of the American Studies Program, so when I would go 
on trips, a lot of the time, Bessie Mae would take care of my girls for me. Even on a ten-day trip 
to Washington, D.C. and that whole area, she just took them right in and never looked back, not 
letting me pay a penny, even for the food. When you have that kind of person here, many of 
whom have died, it's amazing. Bessie Mae is still alive. One time I was asked for a newspaper 
article, and those ladies were, to me, my heroes. They were people to look up to for the younger 
women, students as well. You could learn from them. 
But ifl had known ahead of time, I might have sent my girls to the city schools, because 
the public schools in Searcy are fantastic. They don't have Bible class every day, but they are 
really good schools. I think that's part of what makes Searcy a really good place to live. 
I've seen lots of changes in Searcy, though, from when I first moved here, and I don'tjust 
mean physical changes. When one of the first years I was here, the two-year Bible program was 
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here for people, many of whom have their degrees, to get a degree in Bible. This one guy came 
in one day. He was a black man. In Searcy, at that time, it was terrible. People wouldn't rent to 
him. It was really, really bad. I just remember that he was a funny person, and he tried to make 
light of things like this. He got down on his knees like he was praying basically, saying, "Please 
give me an apartment to live in." He couldn't find anything in town. Of course, the attitude has 
changed a lot over the years towards that. 
The attitude towards the school has gone back and forth in some ways. I'm certainly not 
an expert in this. There were times it seemed a lot of people resented having the school here, 
without thinking about what Searcy would be without the school here. I think a fantastic 
relationship has developed over the years. I know, way back when Dr. Ganus was a student, 
there had to have been a good relationship, but it just seems like it changed a lot over the years. 
We are good for each other. The school is good for Searcy, Searcy is good for the school. 
Norris: Are there any other changes, like the ones you've mentioned, that you have noticed over 
time in Searcy? 
Barrett: You might not think of this in the same way as me, because it's a physical change. 
There have been giant physical changes over the years. The homes that so many have now, even 
faculty. It used to be that the faculty struggled more I think. I'm not a faculty member, but it's 
just what I've observed. They struggled more in the homes that they had, and that has, in general, 
has improved a lot because they have been able to have nicer places. I don't know if it is salary 
differences that have happened or what it is. 
Norris: Do you think the sense of community that you described when you first moved here has 
changed or lessened as the town has grown? 
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Barrett: I think it has changed not as the town has grown but as the university has grown, 
because they are so many more faculty members and staff members than there used to be. It is 
still a tight thing, though. I don't know a whole lot of the faculty members anymore. I used to 
know all of the faculty, but it has increased so much, and I don't have as much interaction with 
the people. It is still a close-knit community in the school, but not as close because you can't 
know that many people as well. You have a larger group. You can know a small pocket and 
definitely know each other, really well and very close. 
Norris: Is there any significant, historical event that you were in Arkansas to witness or to hear 
about, like JFK's assassination or Vietnam? 
Barrett: Those things happened before I moved here. I came here in 1976. 
Norris: Was the attitude or the thoughts about the Cold War still very present at that time? 
Barrett: They had to have been, but I just wasn't ... 
Norris: It wasn't a part of your daily life? 
Barrett: No. I was in Thailand when the Vietnamese war was going away. Then I spent three 
years in Texas before coming here. 
Norris: How do you think Arkansas has changed your perspective from when you were in other 
states or other homes? 
Patty: My perception of Arkansas? 
Norris: Your perception of the world. How has your worldview changed since you have been in 
Arkansas with the experiences here? 
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Barrett: I think maybe, to some extent, it's changed more because I have aged more. Also, the 
American Studies program has helped tremendously because of the speakers that are brought in. 
When you watch Mrs. Thatcher up on the stage with Dr. Burks and listen to her. That was one of 
the best American studies programs. Moshe Dayan was way back whenever I first came. To hear 
people from these different countries and talking about not just their countries and the way things . 
were done but their perspective of the United States. And having people like Colin Powell speak. 
Not just Bill Cosby and programs like that, but these world leaders. To me, that is a fantastic 
thing for those of us who are older and for students, to be able to hear and everything. I was here 
during Bill Clinton's governorship and presidency, and seeing that kind of stuff was interesting. 
Norris: What was your opinion on famous Arkansans like Bill Clinton? 
Barrett: I think that a lot of other people have made big mistakes, but there are others who have 
not like Wilbur D. Mills. He was a wonderful thing for Arkansas in Washington. I didn't ever 
pay close attention to this stuff, and I'm not an expert on it. I just know that he was a great help. 
We've got a center named for him in town. I don't know ifhe was from Kensett or right in this 
area. He did so much good that we have this treatment facility here. He really messed up in D.C., 
and yet he was a fantastic man. There was one time I voted for Bill Clinton for governor because 
I thought he was the best candidate and that's the way I voted. I think he did some good things as 
president and I think he's been through a lot of stuff in his life. I also think he is one of these 
presidents who have done a lot of good after he has left the presidency. We had Senator Pryor, 
the old Senator Pryor, who represented Arkansas beautifully and is a really good man. I don't 
know. 
Norris: Do you enjoy the music of Johnny Cash? 
8 
Barrett: Oh, I do. Even when I was a teenager, living in middle Tennessee, my father was Air 
Force. "Ring of Fire" was one of the big songs in that period oftime. I know my father's 
squadron had one of his songs as their theme song. I've always enjoyed his music. 
Norris: How has daily life, what you've done each day at work and at home, changed over the 
course of time that you have lived in Arkansas? 
Barrett: As far as at home, the first thing that popped into my mind, was that I eat out more. All 
those first years, I couldn't afford to eat out at all. At the house that I had, before I bought the 
one that I have now about 14 or 15 years ago, I did not have air conditioning to begin with. 
People told me that I wouldn't be able to live in a house in Arkansas without air conditioning. 
But I did, until my doctor said that I was going to kill myself with my allergies. Allergies in 
Arkansas are absolutely terrible. I have taken allergy shots for over 30 years here, and they are 
absolutely wonderful. Then I just got a window unit in my house. We had one summer, either 
'80 or '81, when it was terribly, terribly hot here with so many days over 100°, and at night it 
would be 100° in my kitchen. That year Kentucky Fried Chicken had a special for 99¢ for 
chicken, a biscuit, and mashed potatoes with gravy. We ate a lot of Kentucky Fried Chicken that 
year. Anyway that has changed greatly over the years. 
My work is far, far busier than it was in my first years, because we have so many more 
students than we used to have and we try to do even more things for them because of the 
diversity of students. What they have been doing at home, we are trying to keep up with them. 
We can't give them their private rooms with private bathrooms that so many have. I know not all 
have that, and that a lot of you struggle greatly. I have seen from the other schools where they 
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stayed in their dorms that what we provide is as good as most places and far better than a lot of 
the places. 
The cafeteria is the same way. Our cafeteria is and what they provide is just right up 
there, in my opinion, close to the top. Now I've visited Pepperdine, and I have a grandson at 
Pepperdine right now, but years ago when I was at Pepperdine they had a fantastic meal 
program, but it also cost twice as much money basically. Room and board there is twice what 
room and board is here. There are some other small schools that have real small food services 
and have programs that beat ours. However, it's because it's on such a small scale. Our cafeteria 
used to be the basement of Pattie Cobb. And then the Heritage, when it was built right before I 
came, had a cafeteria there. But it used to be that students would stand in line for that cafeteria 
for a long, long time. I remember going in and having students standing along the wall waiting to 
get their food. It took forever. Aramark has helped tremendously, in so many ways. 
This may not be what you're asking at all. These are things just going through my mind. 
The different types of food that they have, the hours that they keep. The cafeteria used to have 
very short hours. Now people can go in at so many different times. I know lots of people 
complain about the cafeteria. Any school you go to they complain about the cafeteria. That's just 
the thing to do. We have it pretty good here. I eat over there. Not all the time, but at least three 
times a week. It used to be that I would go and sit with the students and eat. That was a better 
thing because I got to know the students better that way. 
Now I'm almost always so busy, and I don't like missing if someone comes to see me. 
That means I've missed something that I need to know for my work, and I need to run them 
down afterwards. Most of the time, I go pick up my lunch in a to-go container and bring it up 
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here, eating up here and talking to students while I'm eating. Sometimes it will take me two 
hours to eat my lunch, but most of the time it takes an hour. But I think the spending time in the 
cafeteria and eating with the students is a better way. 
Norris: Well thank you very much for your time. 
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